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author undertook to tell the world whom Mary's   CHAP.

TV

contemporaries, both countrymen and foreigners, ^^
willingly recognised as the most gifted in Scotland. 1506-20.
George Buchanan wrote his interpretation of the
letters and sonnets ascribed to Mary Stuart, and his
description received such an impress of his energetic
and bright genius that, after the lapse of three
centuries, it still retains its influence. Buchanan's
famous pamphlet is still the foundation for the
common representation of the relations of Mary
to Bothwell, whether it be made use of at first
hand or not.

In order to form a general estimate of the value
of this work, the standpoint must not be left out of
consideration on which its author was then placed.
Born in the year 1506 at a farm-house, in the parish
of Killeam, in the county of Stirling, where the
vernacular language at that time may be assumed
to have been Gaelic, of an ancient race, but of poor"
parents,  he was sent,   when  still a youth, by  a
maternal  uncle, who  had early noticed his great
talents, to the University of Paris in the year 1520.
His uncle's death and his own poverty compelled him
after two years to give up his studies there, and he
then enlisted among French auxiliaries who, at that
period, were sent over for service in Scotland against
the English; but a night march through deep snow
speedily threw him upon a bed of protracted sickness,
and sent him back again to his books.    He then
became at the University of St. Andrews one of the
students of John Major, the same who, in applying
the  doctrine  maintained by the  councils  of  the
fifteenth century that the Pope indeed received his
power from  God, but in  case  of need  could be